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Erwin Kohn.

[To PETER HOFER.]

You see I want to get out so badly. There's so many
things I want to paint.

Peter Hofer. Perhaps you'll be out before long. Then you
can look up my old woman and tell her I used to be
damned scared of her scoldings and squabbling,

Erwin Kohn. Why do you say "used to be"? You talk as
though you were dead already.

Peter Hofer. Well, I am as good as. But they haven't the
kindness to hang me.

Erwin Kohn. Are you a Red?

Peter Hofer. First they wanted to wheedle me to come
over to them as most of my group did, then they tried
to knock the belief in Hitler into me, But they didn't
succeed.

Erwin Kohn, What's the point of being true to something
if no one listens to you?

Peter Hofer. I listen to myself, isn't that good enough?

Erwin Kohn. You yourself said that most of them went
over.

Peter Hofer. They even went so far as to denounce me,
the poor devils.

[The prisoners dear away their crockery and go to their bed-
room, except FRIEDRICH HALL and PETER HOFER,]